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Sermon Summary: We were made for blessing; for both giving and receiving it. It’s a universal desire.
Even among those who don’t believe in God, there is a desire to have “fate” or “the universe” smile on
their lives. But as Christians we recognize not only the innate desire for blessing, but the calling for it.
When God first called Abraham, in Genesis 12, he told him to go to a new place and to walk in new ways;
to walk by faith in God. And as Abraham did so, God promised both to bless Abraham and to cause him to
be a blessing in the world. Our text in James addresses both aspects:

1. Poised to Bless. James says, “Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger, for the
anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God” (1:19). This verse comes right on the heels of
verse 18, which speaks of our identity as the firstfruits of human salvation and, ultimately, a New Creation.
How do we live into that reality? What does being “firstfruits” look like in human society? It looks like a
gentle, open presence with one another and the world. We bless the world with humility, teachability, and
an eagerness to learn and grow. We bless each other and the world with a simple yet profound propensity
to listen. It’s one of our greatest acts of love.
The household of believers is like a model home, fully decorated as a vision for prospective buyers.
“Buy in and your life could look like this,” is the implicit promise. We offer a similar vision, but without
cost. We say, “Look at what God is making of us! Come live here! For no money down and no monthly payments because Jesus paid it all.” That’s how love and listening without anger produce righteousness.
Things like judgment and condemnation become, at most, reluctant “last resorts” in extreme cases. Much
more typically, we absorb evil and anger like Christ did on the cross. Like Christ, we are among people as
those who serve. Anger stirs up strife and dissension. Grace shown by people who have been made righteous through the gospel will yield more righteousness in the world.

2. Poised to be Blessed. Of course, the poise and posture to bless
others is predicated on our being poised to receive God’s blessing.
We cannot produce righteousness on our own. It comes as the fruit
of repenting and renouncing sin while humbly receiving the word
implanted.
We have to listen to God before we can truly listen to others.
We have to receive Jesus’ wrath-bearing sacrifice if we’re ever to
eliminate our anger. We have to be blessed in order to become a
blessing.
The mirror of the Word of God shows us how: It reveals not only our
current faults but our future glory. It shows us who we are and what
we’re becoming. It shows us ourselves, but even more, it shows us
Christ.

Discipleship Focus:

In this way the gospel becomes to us a new “law,” a Law of Liberty. It’s not like the old law that only revealed
our sins; this law reveals Christ. Keep in mind that behind the word “law” is the Hebrew concept of Torah,
which refers not so much to rules as to “instruction.” Torah instructs us in the ways of God; the truth of God;
the life that we can have in God. Jesus—the way, the truth, and the life—is the embodiment of Torah, and he
says, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
By hearing the Word with the intention of living it, we come into fullness and abundance and freedom in
Christ; in a word: blessing. And then that blessing will overflow into the lives of others, to the glory of God.

Discussion Guide
Poised to Bless:
1. In the introduction to the sermon it was suggested that, “Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,
and slow to become angry” would be apt advice for everyone in our broken, strife-ridden world. For both
sides of the political aisle; for both sides in any debate; for everyone caught up in our culture of outrage.”
Practically speaking, what are some examples in which the world would be better if this admonition were
heeded?
2. Do you consider yourself a good listener? Do you think others would say this about you? What makes
listening hard to do?
3. What about anger: Would you say that you get angry too often or too easily? What do you think are the
roots of our angry spirit (whether ours individually, or the angry spirit of our age)?
4. Anger isn’t always wrong. There is such a thing as righteous indignation. What sets apart justifiable anger
from all the rest? How often do you think you are righteously angry? How do we keep from deceiving
ourselves into thinking that all our anger is righteous?
Poised to be Blessed:
5. Just as we tend to justify our anger, we probably tend to justify our laxity in obeying God’s Word. We con
ourselves into thinking that knowing it is enough; that by knowing it we’re actually doing it. But James
warms us against deceiving ourselves in this way. We have to receive the word implanted and let it move
us to action. What is one area of inactivity that God’s Spirit is convicting you of?
6. James calls the Word a mirror. Apply that metaphor to your life: How has the Word been like a mirror to
you? Would you be willing to share one way in which it has shown you an unflattering image of your
current self? What about one way in which it has shown and inspired you by a vision of Christ?
7. James also calls the Word “the Law of Liberty.” Do those two terms, “law” and “liberty,” fit together well
in your mind, or not? How do they interact and complement each other?
8. What is one way in which you have experienced freedom through obeying God’s Word? If you can, share a
recent example of increased freedom that has come from being a doer of the Word.

